Petechiae and vasculitis in asymptomatic primary biliary cirrhosis.
Recurrent petechiae of the lower legs and signs of asymptomatic primary biliary cirrhosis have been found in three women. Large immune complexes were identified in the serum of three and cryoglobulin/cryofibrinogen in two. Histological examination of skin biopsies revealed a leukocytoclastic vasculitis in all three patients. Direct immunofluorescent studies showed deposits of IgM, C3 and fibrinogen in and around the walls of the small vessels of the skin of two and C3 as well as fibrinogen in one patient. It is suggested that leukocytoclastic vasculitis may be a microscopic feature of the systemic involvement in asymptomatic primary biliary cirrhosis, and petechiae the clinical manifestation.